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| just returned last week from leading a group to the Lardraél. It was my%Btime
going, but bringing others who have never been to God’'shaadhever ceased to
provide opportunities to see God’s Word in 3-D. Every plaeavent there was
something about the geography that lends itself to highdigipiritual lesson. One of my
favorite places to go in all of Israel is to a plaedled Engedi (1 Samuel 24:1). You
might remember that this is the place where David hichf&aul in a cave and cut off
part of his robe. Engedi is in the desert area of Judahthe Dead Sea and the
temperature was 85 degrees for us while we were there wenitber 8. Apart from
being a hot desert place it also contains several sphagbuarst forth out of the desert
ground and provide cool, refreshing, life-giving water. Thatrasts are amazing for
where the water is there is life, but just a few fgay from the streams of water, it is
nothing but dry and dusty without any vegetation.

David writes about being in a place just like this inlfR$8B8. The lesson that | shared
with our group at Engedi was from Jeremiah 2:13 which rédispeople have
committed two sins: They have forsake the spring of living watend have dug their
own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold watértie phrase “living water” refers
to streams, springs, or rivers that are moving as opposastérns which hold water that
is not moving. Cistern water also can become stagmahtlirty. God has an indictment
against us in that we have forsaken Him, a cool, refngslife-giving spring and instead
turned to our own ways. We do this by trying to dig our oistem which can't hold
water anyway. It is amazing to me today to see thasJ#$ers us life-giving springs of
water (John 4:14) to be found in a relationship with thd Giche universe, but instead
we seek to do things ourselves. We turn away fronotleeof God and the peace we can
have with Him because we love our sin and autonomy niddern equivalent image
would be for us to get a drink from the sewer insteadoon fthe tap. | encourage you to
repent of your sin, turn to Him and receive His refreshirgydiving water in a land that
is spiritually dry. Have a blessed week!
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