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OKk... this really didn’t happen, but | think there is plentgwdence today for God to do
such a thing. What do | mean by this? Defamatiortegea of misrepresenting or
slandering someone’s character or words through publicatisome other form of
communication. Also, when | speak of the church, | kpéahe church in general
throughout all of America. How has the church defamed’$3Gharacter? In answering
this question it is absolutely essential to understaadrately what the character of God
is. God has revealed to us in the Bible exactly whaicharacter or attributes are and
when the church, which bears the full responsibibtydroclaiming this to the world,
begins to depart from what He has revealed, we defame Hi

The Bible tells us that in the last days, the chuveh ot endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they havagdars, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; and they will turn their eaydmm the truth, and be turned aside
to fables” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). | think we are seeing thislled in our present time. We
live in a time when the “church” in general has deghftem the authoritative teaching
of God’s Word and instead turned aside to a style of pregadhmat is not meant to
proclaim sound doctrine. In fact, “doctrine” has becanalrty word in many churches
and the Bible tells us that people will not endure sountride¢ but will turn away from
the truth. John MacArthur comments on this trend wieesays, “There are plenty of
gifted communicators in the modern evangelical movententtoday’s sermons tend to
be short, shallow, topical homilies that massage p&sogpims and focus on fairly insipid
subjects like human relationships, "successful” livingotmnal issues, and other
practical but worldly—and not definitively biblica—themé@$hese messages are
lightweight and without substance, cheap and synthedieinig little more than an
ephemeral impression on the minds of the hearersd’s@mswer to all this is found in 2
Timothy 4:2, where we are commanded to preach the Wardathing else.

Well... how does this work for those who aren’t pastoks? me encourage you to be
bold in sharing the truth of the Gospel personally. I'tdoglieve this applies only to
pastors, because the word “preach” means to proclamw dfle you doing in your
proclamation of the gospel to those around you? Let waeygiu a concrete example. |
was listening to a Christian radio station the otler and they were proclaiming the
gospel. Yet what | heard was a misrepresentation tmrtdesn of who God is. They
spoke rightly of the love of God and also that God halaafor our lives, but the person
stopped there. That is not the gospel. | felt cheaiégre was no proclamation of
God’s holiness, our sinfulness, and God’s wrath to coNe call for repentance on the
part of the sinner to avoid God’s punishment. The chisrafisrepresenting God and the
gospel when we take away those things that are deensediof. The gospel is
offensive (Matt 10:34; Gal 5:11) and we need to share abootGwod is. Have you
noticed that people spend more time talking about God'stleameHis holiness or



justice? The Bible never proclaims that God is loviaging, loving, but instead holy,
holy, holy (Isaiah 6:3; Rev 4:8). Is God loving? Of s®uHe is (1 John 4:8), but Jesus
spoke more of repentance and fear of God (Matt 4:17; 10:27-@8)ftrthe love of God.
Let's get back to the Biblical example and model. Wl&sus presented the gospel to
people, He did not focus on God’s love, but instead opéhson’s sin and need for
repentance. The fact that they get a chance to repewvidence of God’s love. Examine
the book of Acts when Peter or Paul present the gosgdelau will not find a reference
to God's love, but instead a command to repent (Acts 3:38; 8:22; 17:30; 26:20).
This is a biblical call to the church, both leadard ky people (myself included), to
make sure we don’'t defame God, by proclaiming all of weagiithe good and the
severe (Romans 11:22). Have a blessed week!
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