“What Does the Book of Job Teach Us About Suffe?ing
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The book of Job found in the Bible is one that isroftesinterpreted and misunderstood. It is common
for people to make the claim that if you want to leasout why people suffer or why evil exists, then
read the book of Job. Even though there is much sugfésimd in the life of Job, it is important to state
right up front that this book never answers these qumsstitf it doesn’t specifically answer these major
life questions, then what does it teach us?

In the first two chapters we are introduced to a mgedtiat happened between God and Satan where the
Deuvil in his usual occupation was attacking the faitialf. God was defending the faith and integrity of
Job and ended up giving permission to Satan to test Juthis The tragedy of the story as found in
chapters 1-2 is a swift account of how Job lost dii®possessions, his children, and finally his health.
Yet through all this Job did not lose his faith, curgglGor say anything negative about God (Job 2:10).
The story continues with Job’s three friends comingamfort him in his misery. Yet these three friends
did everything but comfort poor Job. In fact, the r&xichapters contain dialogue where these three
friends accuse Job of lying and needing to confessridsitheir understanding, the reason this
happened to Job was because of some hidden sin irehisalifhe needed to confess and repent of. Job
spent many chapters defending his own integrity and érgh he began well, he ended up becoming
righteous in his own eyes (Job 32:1) and declares hiasélting judged by God without a cause (9:17;
10:7; 33:8-12). Additionally, he ends up demanding an audienceGuaxhwhere he seeks to ask God to
provide a reason for his dreadful predicament in losingyéveg.

Have you ever been in this situation? | think wéalle in one way or another felt wronged by God for a
particular trial or tribulation in our life. We standdk and want God to give us answer for our difficulty
and when the answer doesn’'t come in the way we waneimight begin to doubt God'’s love for us or
even walk away from Him in anger. Fortunately for dold us who read the book, God did show up and
talked with Job concerning his situation (Job 38-42). Hewehe answer that God gave Job is

surprising and also was very humbling for Job. Let’samabrer that Job began to question God's love,
concern, and wisdom for allowing this trial in higlifNow we might imagine that God showed up and
apologized for allowing Job to go through this tremendaabadf faith, but He does the exact opposite.
Notice God'’s first words to JobWho is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorant words? Brace
yourself like a man, because | have some questions for you, and you mesttheswJob 38:2-3).

God goes on to ask Job dozens of questions that makealak that he is not very wise and shouldn’t
dare question how God runs His universe. God is in chaogelob, and Job should have trusted the Lord
more instead of speaking ignorantly while making accusaagainst the God of the universe.

So what does the book of Job teach us? It doesn'tpegeide the specific answer for evil, but we see
that Job repents and acknowledges that he should havespeke ignorantly and demanded an answer
from God (42:6). It's not that God never answers u€keite are told in James 1:5-8 to pray for
wisdom, but we should seek it humbly and trust in the Latld mwuch patience. For examples of
patience in suffering...look at the prophets who spoke in the name of the\llergive great honor to
those who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job, a man ohdrganee. You can
see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is fulhdéteess and mercyJames 5:10-
11). Be encouraged! If you are a believer in Jesus, Goamwilys work out your trial for the good
(Romans 8:28). Have a blessed week!
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